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news>    
Juniors embark on European trip
Alexa Biddle
Staffer

 People to People is an organization 
that sponsors over 40 different travel 
programs available for students, and they 
visit all seven continents. 
 According to peopletopeople.com, 
the mission of the ambassador 
programs is to connect cultures through 
education, creating well-rounded citizens 
and making a better world for future 
generations. The Student Ambassador 
Program is the most popular program 
they offer, and juniors Mykaihla Sternick 
and Logan Derbes visited Europe 
through this program.
 
Mykaihla Sternick

 Some say that exploring Europe is 
a dream come true. For Sternick and 
Derbes, that dream became a reality 
when they went on a three-week trip to 
Europe.
 “I’ve been invited to attend a trip by 
[People to People] since fifth grade but 
never seriously considered it until a 
family member recommended it … it was 
definitely all worth it, and I’m glad it all fell 
into place the way it did,” Sternick said.
 July 8, Sternick was in the 
Netherlands, where she had the 
opportunity to see how Dutch clogs are 
carved. 
 “It’s a perfect example of their culture, 
so I now own a pair, and surprisingly 
they’re not that uncomfortable,” Sternick 
said.
 July 10, she tasted real Belgian 
chocolates, and she witnessed them 
being made.
 “Belgian chocolates were more 
delectable than expected,” Sternick said. 
“They’re really not like anything we have 
here in the United States.”
 July 11, she did something most 
only dream of doing: she was on top of 
the Eiffel Tower. The Eiffel Tower was 

originally built for the 1889 World’s 
Fair to recognize and remember the 
French Revolution. After the fair, the 
structure was never taken down, 
which resulted in the Eiffel Tower that 
is known today.
 “The view from the Eiffel Tower 
was breathtaking,” Sternick said. “ 
I’ve never experienced anything like 
it, even though I’ve been to similarly 
high structures. Just knowing you are 
atop one of the most recognizable 
landmarks of the world definitely adds 
to the magic.”
 She also visited tourist attractions in 
Great Britain.
 “During our stay in London, we 
witnessed the changing of the guard 
at Buckingham Palace, the Tower 
of London, Big Ben, Hampton Court 
Palace and the London Eye,” Sternick 
said.
 After her stay concluded, she took 
time to reflect on her trip and the 
experiences she had.
 “Seeing the difference between 
the modern London and the historic 
London makes you appreciate the 
culture that we don’t have here in 
America,” Sternick said. “It also made 
me appreciate the culture formed here 
in America in the few hundred years 
after it was formed, compared to the 
old world history in Europe.”

Logan Derbes

 “I have been receiving invitations 
from People to People since I was 
in fifth grade,” Derbes said. “People 
to People offers several different 
trips that travel the world. This year, I 
finally got my parents to agree to let 
me attend this three-week European 
voyage.”
 First, Derbes went to Montafon, 
Austria, where she had the opportunity 
to make her own cheese.
 “In the Netherlands, we had another 
opportunity to make cheese, and 

it was 10 times better than the first 
time in Austria,” Derbes said. “The 
differences in taste were amazing.”
 She also learned how the famous 
German cuckoo clocks are made. All 
of the clocks are hand carved and 
very intricate, so one can take weeks 
to make.
 “In Germany, it’s the only place 
where you can buy an actual cuckoo 
with running water in and outside of 
it. I really enjoyed watching how they 
were made, and I bought one for 
myself,” Derbes said.
 Not many can say that they’ve been 
in a German castle, but Derbes and 
Sternick can. They visited the Castle 
of Heidelberg on their sixth day in 
Europe. 
 “The Castle of Heidelberg was 
probably one of my favorite spots. 
It was amazing and beautiful. The 
detail inside and out of the castle was 
breathtaking,” Derbes said.
 She also stayed with a German 
family for a few days. The group she 
was traveling with was split up into 
pairs. Each pair was given a separate 
home and stayed there, learning more 
about the lifestyle and culture for three 
days. 
 “I had a pretty crazy homestay 
experience. I had to get removed from 
my original homestay family due to 
a lot of problems,” Derbes said. “But 
luckily, I was able to experience a new 
and amazing German family for two 
days and one night.”   
 Compared to Americans, Europeans 
have a very different lifestyle.
 “Europeans are quiet and have 
lots of manners,” Derbes said. “Also, 
the eating habits are very different. 
Europeans eat smaller and healthier 
meals.”
 Her stay in Europe continued until 
July 16. By that time, she went to a 
total of six different countries: Austria, 
Germany, Netherlands, Belgium, 
France and Great Britain.

TRAVEL — Juniors Logan Derbes and Mykaihla Sternick stop for a moment on their European tour 
at a rest stop in Switzerland to see the scenery and pose for a picture in front of the water. On their 
tour, they stopped at various famous landmarks  including the Eiffel tower and Buckingham Palace. “It 
was amazing and beautiful,” Derbes said. “I just don’t have enough words to describe [the scenery].”

Photo courtesy of Logan Derbes

Graphic by Abbey Kostyal
Staff Editor
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Mr. Thomas Guzick, former astronomy and 
concepts in science teacher, retired at the end 

of the 2013-2014 school year. 
  Mr. Guzick’s classroom was in the planetarium, 
where he would 
give his astronomy 
students the 
infamous star test. 
 “I really liked the 
star test and had a 
lot of fun taking it; 
it’s not hard if you 
pay attention in class 
and know the star 
names ... but the sky 
moving was a little 
disorienting,” senior 
Kelsie Lynn said.
  Mr. Guzick was a well recognized teacher at the 
high school and had taught since 1979.  
  Mr. Matthew Saparito, who is teaching honors 
biology, concepts in science and astronomy, was 
hired to take Mr. Guzick’s position.
   “Mr. Guzick was an awesome teacher; if you 
didn’t understand something, he would always offer 
to help. I really liked him as a teacher,” Lynn said.

Students engage in business at PFEW
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Information 
and 
Policies 

 Tide Lines is the online and print news 
publication of Pottsville Area High School. 
It is produced by the students of the 
Communications and Mass Media class. 
It is written for the Pottsville Area School 
District community and is distributed free 
of charge. Secondary audiences include 
other school journalism programs and 

organizations which promote the development of scholastic journalism, as well 
as people worldwide with the ability to visit the website. 
 Readers can access Tide Lines print issue archives at http://www.pottsville.
k12.pa.us/tidelines. Tide Lines is updated daily online and can be viewed at 
http://www.pahstidelines.com. 
  The Editorial Board is the decision-making body of the newspaper which 
governs its day-to-day operation. The Tide Lines staff has adopted the following 
editorial policy to express the rights, responsibilities and philosophy of the Tide 
Lines newspaper and website. 
 Tide Lines is an accessible public forum which provides information and 
entertainment in addition to various viewpoints on debatable issues in the form 
of editorials and columns. Funds for production come from advertising and the 
Pottsville Area School District. 
 As an open forum, Tide Lines sells advertisements for publicity and to pay for 
printing costs. The basic rate is eight dollars per column inch in each print issue 
or $30 per month on the website. Tide Lines refuses to advertise any reference 
to illegal or controlled products, services, substances, paraphernalia or any 
other advertisement deemed inappropriate to the Pottsville community. 
  As a responsible newspaper, Tide Lines will not intentionally invade the 
privacy of any person and will make every effort to correctly spell names and 
make accurate class and position identifications. Accurate reporting of fact is 
the goal of the staff. 

  Opinions will be clearly marked and found on the editorial pages or as 
designated on other pages. Corrections will be published online or printed in 
the next issue when mistakes are found or brought to the attention of the staff. 
Original stories will carry bylines, although stories by someone other than the 
original author will not receive a byline. 
 Commentaries and opinion columns are the expressed opinion of the author 
and not of Tide Lines and its Editorial Board or its adviser. Furthermore, the 
opinions conveyed are not those of the Pottsville Area School District, faculty or 
School Board. 
 Letters to the editor, guest columns and all materials submitted must include 
the author’s name, signature and class or position. Typed, double-spaced letters 
are preferred, but legible, handwritten submissions, are acceptable. Letters 
can be mailed, hand-delivered or e-mailed. Tide Lines will not publish anything 
deemed libelous, obscene or in poor taste, in accordance with the Supreme 
Court’s justified standards. Rights are reserved to postpone, edit or withhold 
from publication anything submitted which does not meet specifications. The 
meaning of any submission will not be altered, but Tide Lines reserves the right 
to correct spelling, grammar and punctuation when necessary. Additionally, Tide 
Lines refuses to print criticisms that are not constructive and supported by facts. 
 Tide Lines is a member of the Pennsylvania School Press Association, 
the National Scholastic Press Association, the Quill and Scroll International 
Honorary Society for High School Journalists and the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association. 
 Members of the staff are guided by the Canons of Journalism of the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors, a code of ethics which outline the principles of 
responsibility, fairness and accuracy. 
 The Tide Lines editorial policies reflect the philosophies of scholastic 
journalism. The goal of Tide Lines is to uphold its policy at all costs, unless 
it violates the basic protections of journalists or the freedom accorded all 
journalists under the Pennsylvania School Code. 

According to dictionary.com, the definition of business 
is a person, partnership or corporation engaged in 

commerce, manufacturing or a service. 
  Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week (PFEW) is a business 
week where students who may be thinking of business as a 
potential career path participate in a program that educates 
them in the American free enterprise system.
  “My favorite part of the week was definitely getting to 
spend time with people who had a love for business, just like 
me,” junior Ashley Smith said.
  There were four separate PFEW sessions this summer, all 
of which were held at Lycoming College in Williamsport, Pa., 
with about 400 members in attendance per week. The last 
week was also held at Pennsylvania College of Technology in 
Williamsport, Pa., with about 800 members in attendance.
  The first day of the week was an orientation of sorts about 
the business aspect of the week, where students were 
thrown into groups with other sophomores and juniors from 
all over Pennsylvania whom they had never met before. 
There were eight different industries, with two or three teams 
in each industry.
   The industries were based on real-life industries, like those 
that manufacture cell phones and sneakers and sunglasses. 
Each group’s goal was to design a product that fit into its 
industry, figure out the marketing and organize some sort of 
advertisement.
  “My PFEW group had to be one of the best groups there. 
There was 20 of us all together,” junior Jennifer Horn said. 
“Our group made advertising for our [running sneaker called 
Ignis], and we had a computer simulation for our financial 
part of the business.”
  Throughout the week, many guest speakers came to give 
lectures, one being cartoonist Robb Armstrong. Armstrong 
is best known for his syndicated comic strip creation “Jump 
Start” and for motivational speaking.
  “I don’t do a business talk,” Armstrong said. “The message 
that I give to kids is about staying on the high road.”
  This was Armstrong’s twentieth year speaking at PFEW, 
and he has given 83 presentations at the business weeks. 
 “This program is succeeding because of the kids involved,” 
Armstrong said.
  His lectures are a reflection into one’s own life, giving 
students a reality check.
  “You can’t succeed in business if you’re failing at life,” 
Armstrong said.
  Armstrong has a lot of reflective and powerful one-liners 
like, “If I overcame this, this, this, and this, what’s stopping 
you,” and “What are you doing today?”
  During a 15-minute phone interview, Armstrong spoke 
about promptness and not letting opportunities pass one by, 
like calling when one says he’s going to call. 
  “I’m saying to make it in life, you have to make it in life,” 
Armstrong said.
 

 

  The lectures weren’t the only activities planned for the 
business week. 
  Sunday night was “junk night,” Monday night was an 
ice cream social, Tuesday was the start of the volleyball 
tournament that ran until Thursday, Wednesday was a swim 
party, Thursday was a big work day and Friday was the 
presentation of the groups, the banquet and a dance to end 
the night.
  “[A] really cool activity was called ‘Junk Night,’” Smith said. 
“We all picked a random piece of junk and put it together to 
make a product or service and a TV commercial. That was a 
blast.”
  PFEW started with a night when each member of a 
randomly selected group bonded in the act of finding different 
pieces of trash, and it ended with everyone mingling and 
dancing the night away.
  “[At PFEW,] you learn how to make do with what little 
resources you have, you learn how to successfully manage 
your time every day, but most importantly, you learn about 
yourself and that every single person has a specific purpose 
in life, and you need to power through thick and thin and be 
the best you can be,” senior Rachel Salata said.

Photo courtesy of Sarah Lecher
POSE — Senior Sarah Lecher (standing on the far right) 
poses with her PFEW group at the end of her stay at 

Lycoming College July 27 - August 2. Her group was a 
part of the sunglasses industry, so during the week, this 
group designed a line of sunglasses and prepared the 
marketing and advertising for its product. “Making the 
sunglasses wasn’t the hardest part. Choosing a name, 
logo and slogan for our product was. Once we decided 
on that, we split into two teams,” Lecher said. “[PFEW] 
was to teach students about business, and not only that, 
but to teach them life lessons and to make great friends.”

Malaysian flight 17 shot down by Ukraine

July 17, Malaysian Airlines Flight 17 was shot 
down somewhere over Ukraine, but it is yet 

to be confirmed by whom. Since then, numerous 
international experts have been making attempts to 
travel to the crash site in order to collect any debris 
and identify any bodies. One of the more recent 
team to make its was to the crash site was the was 
the Organization for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE).
  It has been difficult for anyone to get to the crash 
site because of the constant fighting between 
the Ukraine and the pro-Russia rebels. Forensic 
teams and crash investigators have been visiting 
the site looking for evidence that links the missile 
that downed the plane to someone responsible 
for the tragedy because, even though most of 
the deceased passengers from flight 17 have 
been recovered and flown to the Netherlands for 
identification, there could still me as many as 80 
bodies still on site.

  Upon their arrival to the crash site, the OSCE 
team, accompanied by two Dutch and two 
Australian experts, paused for a moment of silence 
to commemorate the two-week anniversary of the 
many passengers’ deaths.

Ebola outbreak in Africa raises concern
  Recently, the Ebola virus has started to rise up 
again in the West Africa region. As of August 28, 
over 3000 cases were reported, and over 1500 
people died of this disease, a number slowly 
rising every day, according to the World House 
Organization’s Africa branch. 
  Right now, there is no known cure for Ebola, and 
those infected have only about a 10 percent chance 
of survival. This is why many nations are concerned 
with the recent outbreak.
 Nearby countries have set up stronger borders 
to prevent the spread of the virus. Ebola spreads 
by direct bodily fluid contact, and the danger is very 

present.
  A Minnesota local by the name of Patrick 
Sawyer is the first known American death from this 
outbreak after his vacation in Africa. Similar cases 
of travelers with the disease have been noted 
in China and Britain, and Ebola 
concerns have risen in 
these countries.
  A week after Ebola 
was discovered 
outside of Africa, more 
and more countries 
have had patients 
contracting the virus. 
While not a global 
pandemic yet, the world 
is slowly becoming more and more concerned 
with the disease. The United States government in 
particular is worried about the Mexican border and 
how Ebola could spread across it.

World News Recap: a summary of the latest occurrences around the globe
Compiled by Tide Lines editors

Samantha Disabella
Staff Editor

Feature Teacher: 
Mr. Guzick

Public Safety Night encourges fire safety
Alexa Biddle
Staff Editor

Summer is usually a time when one relaxes by the pool without a single care in the world. That was not 
the case for some seniors anticipating the college life. Many seniors saw summer as an opportunity 

to jump on college visits and get a better idea of where they wanted to be for the next four years of their 
lives after they leave the Castle on the Hill. This was also a chance for them figure out the characteristics 
of a campus that mattered to them most when selecting a college or university, such as student-to-teacher 
ratio, internship opportunities, distance from home and job placement after graduation. It was also time for 
seniors to start to make final plans for what they would like to be when they “grow up.”

“Being happy” —  “I visited Penn State [University], Temple [University], the Juilliard 
School and Curtis Institute of Music. I thoroughly enjoyed all of these schools, and I could 
truly see myself being happy in any of them. As a music major, there are a lot of things 
you need to consider in a school (besides the intangibles) like playing opportunities, 
morale with your professor, job placement after college, etc.”  

“I felt like I was at home” —  “I visited Bloomsburg [University], East Stroudsburg 
[University], Misericordia [University], Marywood [University], Temple [University] and IUP. 
As soon as my mom and I walked onto IUP’s campus, I felt like I was at home. It was the 
perfect school for me. Marywood and Misericordia have such a nice campus, but I felt 
that the school and the student body were too small. Don’t get me wrong, I love 
Philly, but Temple’s campus was just a little too big for me. It was a great school, but I 
could just picture myself getting lost on my way to class every day. Finally, Bloomsburg
and East Stroudsburg were too close to home. I want to be farther away from home so
I can prepare myself for when I am on my own in the real world.” 

Seniors anticipate college visits over break
Compiled by Autumn Minnich 
Editor-in-Chief

According to the National Fire Protection 
Association, deaths from fires where no smoke 

alarms were present accounted for 60 percent of all 
home fire deaths. 
  After the tragedy at 235 Pierce Street on Mother’s 
Day 2013, residents and officials became more 
aware of the number of people that do not have 
working smoke alarms in their homes. To help 
combat the problem, officials of the city created 
Public Safety Night Out. This past Public Safety 
Night Out, held June 16, was the second annual 
safety night the city of Pottsville has had.
  Representatives were present from the Pottsville 
Fire Department, the Pottsville Police Department, 
the Pottsville, Schuylkill Haven and Orwigsburg 
Area EMS, the County Sheriff’s Department, Lehigh 
Valley Medevac, the Burn Prevention Foundation 
and the Schuylkill County Emergency Management 
Agency. Each group brought a different display.
 “I believe it is a great opportunity for the children 
in our community to be able to meet our local 
firefighters, police and first responders in person, 
and also to be able to view the safety equipment 
and learn how it works,” Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel, 
Pottsville Area School District superintendent, said.
 Kidde, a leading manufacturer of smoke 
detectors, gave out more than 40 smoke detectors.
 “I coordinated the activities leading up to the 
night,” Mr. Kurt Shelhamer, captain of Yorkville Hose 
Company, said. 
    The sheriff’s department had an Ident-A-kid 

station set up. Ident-A-kid takes a child’s fingerprints 
and documents them with his name so that he can 
be found easily if needed.
  “[The Public Safety Night Out] raises awareness 
of fire prevention and allows young kids to not be 
afraid of fire, police and EMS personnel,” Mr. Moran 
said.

LISTEN — At Pottsville Public Safety Night 
Out June 16, Mr. Patrick Moran, paramedic-
education coordinator, listens as a woman asks 
a question regarding pamphlets he is handing 
out. The pamphlets contained information on 
first aid and fire safety. “I had first aid guides 
for adults and children that gave people the 
basic understanding of emergencies and what a 
person can do until an ambulance arrives or if 
an ambulance is even needed,” Mr. Moran said.

Photo by Becky Staller
Photography Co-Coordinator

Senior Jacob Shoener

Senior Gabrielle Hammer

Retired science teacher 
Mr. Thomas Guzick

Q&A with Mr. Guzick
How long did you teach at PAHS?
“[I taught for] 33 years at PAHS, and one year in 
D.H.H. Lengel Middle School.”

How are you spending retirement?
“I plan to spend time with my granddaughters, Piper 
and Quinn.”

Why did you retire?
“The lack of respect that many students show 
toward the school and teachers. Also, I was told 
years ago by many retired teachers that you will 
know when it is time. Well, it is time.”

What will you miss most about teaching?
“Right now, it is too early to tell what I am going to 
miss.”

Did you have any quirks in the classroom?
“I have gotten away from it the last few years, but 
the older graduates will remember ‘Who-de-Who.’”   

Why did you teach science?
“In college, a group of us would hike and camp 
the Appalachian Trail, and that is where I became 
interested in astronomy.”
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Miley Cyrus: the name that has been all over 
the media for the past year or so. She quickly 

reinvented herself from the sweet teen actress she 
once was and, in doing so, doubled her fan base.  
 According to forbes.com, Cyrus added 226,273 new 
Facebook fans and 213,104 new Twitter followers after 
her performance last August at the VMAs. The real 
question is, did she get the right kind of attention?
 Yes, Cyrus is in the spotlight again. Msnbc.com says 
reporter Mika Brzezinski was thoroughly disturbed by 
Cyrus’s performance at the VMAs and thought she was 
embarrassing as a whole. 
 She is notorious for her Hannah Montana days, 
which deemed her the idol of a nation of young kids. 
Now, as she is becoming more and more promiscuous, 
one has to wonder if she is negatively influencing her 
younger fans. Is Cyrus raising a generation of little 
sledgehammer-licking, twerking and tongue-wagging 
kids? 
  “There are so many kids that look up to her, and 
now they think that everything she does is okay to do, 
which it is not,” sophomore Shannon McIlhenny said. “If 
her audience were older people, it would be a different 
story.” 
 This raises the question of whether or not Cyrus is a 
safe role model for young girls. 
 On the other hand, some people think this situation 
is entirely understandable. Some say Cyrus is simply 
growing up, she is being herself and she should be 
treated with respect. 
 “I think Miley Cyrus is just growing up, but I don’t 
agree with the way she’s doing it,” junior Aislinn Lehane 
said. “It seems a little over the top, but at least she has 
become comfortable and confident enough with herself 
to act the way she does.”   
 She is being mature, even if our society frowns upon 
it. It is possible that Cyrus was being innocent to live up 
to the standards her Disney show required, and now 
that she is older, she is acting how she wishes.   
 Cyrus has even told the New York Times in a recent 
interview that when she was no longer employed by 
Disney, she decided to let loose and be herself.
 In a way, Cyrus might have fooled us. Acting 
inappropriately did get her the fame she craved. She 
has tweeted to fans, “If people are talking about me, I 
must be doing something right. All press is good press.” 
 Cyrus gets attention for her many publicity stunts 
as well, most recently for sending a homeless man to 
accept her award at the VMAs. 
 “There are many homeless people in America, and 
this is a topic people don’t usually help with,” freshman 
Julia Brinich said. “For Miley to do something like that 
really touched my heart.” 
 Did Cyrus do this genuinely to raise awareness, or 
was it an effort to combat all the negative feedback she 
receives?  Either way, the young star has returned to 
the spotlight and continues to get a lot of attention. 

Despite being weighed against modern songs such 
as Trumpets by Jason Derulo and Fancy by Iggy 

Azalea, Bohemian Rhapsody by Queen was voted best 
song by the students polled for the TDL Choice Awards.  
    “I believe that, like some other popular songs, 
Bohemian Rhapsody is a classic song. I also believe 
that this song has some humor oriented into it, which 
makes it a favorite among many people,” junior Chris 
Pekarik said. 
    “Many songs today are being played on the radio 
because they are popular. I believe that because these 
songs get played on the radio more and more, people 
begin to get tired of hearing these newer songs, where 
classic songs, like Bohemian Rhapsody, are not played 
as often and are enjoyed more than these newer 
songs.”  
    Pekarik was not the only one who thinks that 
Bohemian Rhapsody had standing value, as almost 16 
of the 33 people asked had voted for it.
    Queen, a band considered to be one of the greatest 
in history by critics such as Rolling Stone magazine 
and other such sources, recorded Bohemian Rhapsody 
in 1975. Because of references in Wayne’s World and 
The Muppets, the song has had continuous popularity. 
    A possible aspect of why it won is due to the 
song’s popularity with the parents of students polled. 
Bohemian Rhapsody was at the top of the charts in 
1976, and again in 1991 due to Queen’s lead singer, 
Freddie Mercury, passing away due to AIDS. That’s 
at least two generations of people who listened to 
Queen, not to mention all the times the song comes 
on the radio and have who passed their music taste to 
their children have caused the song to continue to be 
popular today. 
    “It won because it had a longer time to be exposed to 
people, and at least I grew up with my parents listening 
to it,” sophomore Logan Spevak said.
    Queen has also released several other songs that 
are still widely popular, most notably Another One 
Bites the Dust, We Will Rock You, and We Are the 
Champions. Although these songs are considered to 
be classics, many Queen fans will agree that Bohemian 
Rhapsody is the best of them all. 
    The other songs in the Best Song category - 
Trumpets, Fancy, Mr. Brightside by the Killers and She 
Will be Loved by Maroon 5 - fell short of being voted 
best song. 
    “I believe that Bohemian Rhapsody won because it is 
a classic,” freshman Max Babcock said. “All of the new 
popular songs are usually forgotten about really quickly. 
Bohemian Rhapsody is very well known and overall 
sounds better than pop songs.”  
 A total of 16 people voted for Bohemian Rhapsody 
and thought that it deserved best song, which shows 
that it will be continuously remembered as one of the 
greats in the music industry along with many other 
classics that came out around the time. 

Celebrity Moments
Royal wedding and birth of Prince George
Ellen DeGeneres’s 2014 Oscar selfie
Macklemore and Ryan Lewis performing “Same Love” during the 2014 Grammys 
Zac Efron takes his shirt off at the 2014 MTV Movie Awards
Pizza delivered during the 2014 Oscars

   

Best Movie
Mean Girls

The Avengers

The Notebook

Frozen

Harry Potter  Franchise

Best T.V. Show

Dr. Who

Pretty Little Liars

Game of Thrones

Supernatural

Orange is the New Black

Best Book

The Fault in Our Stars

The Hunger Games trilogy

The Outsiders

The Hobbit and The Lord 

of the Rings series

Divergent trilogy
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Tide Lines Choice Awards

Best Song
Fancy by Iggy Azalea feat. Charli XCX
Bohemian Rhapsody by Queen

Mr. Brightside by The Killers

Trumpets by Jason Derulo
She Will Be Loved by Maroon 5

Worst Book

A Separate Peace

Who Stole My Cheese?

Romeo & Juliet by William 

Shakespeare

50 Shades of Grey

Goosebumps 

Worst Song
What Makes You Beautiful by One Direction

Happy by Pharrell Williams

#Selfie by The Chainsmokers

Friday by Rebecca Black
Hangover by PSY feat. Snoop Dogg

Worst Movie

Sharknado

Twilight franchise

The Notebook

Transformers franchise

Human Centipede

Worst T.V. Show
Pretty Little Liars

Honey Boo Boo

16 and Pregnant

Jersey Shore

Dog With a Blog

Graphic by Jackson Gunelson

Graphic by Jackson Gunelson

Graphic by Jackson Gunelson

Graphic by Jackson Gunelson

Celebrity Mishaps
Kim Kardashian’s wedding 
Miley Cyrus
John Travolta stumbling over Idina Menzel’s name at the 2014 Oscars
Jennifer Lawrence tripping up the stairs at the 2013 Oscars
Luis Suarez biting Giorgio Chiellini during the world cup

Graphic by Jackson Gunelson

Graphic by Jackson Gunelson
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Bohemian Rhapsody triumphs 
over contemporary songsCelebrity regains fame

*Results were calculated 
based on votes from 404 PAHS 
students.
Design by Abbey Kostyal, 
Samantha Disabella and 
Jackson Gunelson, Staff Editors
Content by Abbey Kostyal and 
Jackson Gunelson, Staff Editors



tide lines
September 18, 20148 tide lines

September 18, 2014 9

Dive. They jumped off the blocks early every 
morning. Splash. The echoes of water could 

be heard throughout the building. Kick. They sliced 
through the water, reaching for the wall.
 This summer, swimmers of all ages could be 
found diving into their summer at the Ned Hampford 
Natatorium. Practices began June 4 for a new 
summer swim team designed to restore the feeder 
program for the high school swim team.  
 High school swim coaches Mr. Ned Hampford, 
Mr. Greg Schuettler and Mr. Neil Johnson held 
practices throughout June and July every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday morning from 9-11 a.m. 
 “I wanted to start a team where Pottsville students 
could gain experience swimming and compete for 
their school,” Mr. Schuettler said. “Our high school 
teams cannot be successful without a younger team 
that teaches kids how to swim before they get to 
high school.”
 The team was available for anyone ages six 
through 18, and all levels of swimmers were 
accepted. Along with those just beginning their 
journey in the sport of swimming, many high school 
swimmers participated as well.
  “My favorite part of Pottsville’s new swimming 
league was being able to experience different 
coaching and new sets,” junior Taylor Young said. 
 Every Tuesday night, the team participated in 
swim meets against local teams across the county, 
and championships were held July 26.
 Although the summer swim season has come to 

During summer vacation, high school athletes, 
especially those who play a fall sport, have to 

worry about their summer reading projects, other 
academic summer assignments and how often they 
get into the weight room.
 “I think that staying in shape comes more 
naturally, and I don’t usually feel like doing the 
work for class,” senior Patrick Keating, varsity 
quarterback, said. “For my summer reading project, 
I usually don’t do it until the last second, which isn’t 
good because you don’t want to be stressed out 
about it.”
 The golf team met at the Hidden Valley golf 
course almost every day over the summer from 3-5 
p.m. The golfers practiced as a team on the first 
few holes, and then they finished with individual 
practice.
 “I find balancing sports and school difficult,” 
sophomore Kayla Drasdis, junior varsity golfer, said. 
“Not only do we get the summer reading project, 
but other classes give summer assignments as 
well, and if you add the sports on top of it all, it’s 
difficult for anyone to balance everything.”
 The girls’ volleyball team met for camp in July for 
three weeks to practice drills and learn the basics 
of the game.
 “Preparing for the upcoming season while also 
trying to finish the summer reading project is very 
time consuming. Although it is stressful trying to 
make time for both, I manage to find a way to get 
the project done,” senior Kendra Boris, varsity 
volleyball defensive specialist, said. “Usually when 
I’m on breaks or before I go to practice, I try to 
read some of my book. When being an athlete, you 
have to find ways to be able to go to practices and 
games while keeping up with your academics.”
 The coaches usually have summer work planned 
for the players so that when the season comes 
around, they are in shape and ready to play their 
first game.  
 “We spend three days a week for two hours a 

High school swimmers participate in new feeder team
Paige Fellows
Style & Entertainment Editor

Coach’s Corner: Golf team seeks big wins and division championship
Mr. Howie Merrick, Varsity Golf Coach
Compiled by Autumn Minnich
Sports Co-Editor

Athletes juggle summer assignments and preparing for fall season
Summer reading projects and other school work force fall athletes to figure out how to manage time
Tim Witman
Staff Editor

Autumn Minnich
Editor-in-Chief

Coaches prepare players for the fall season
Alexa Biddle
Staff Editor

For some, summer is a time reserved for leisure 
time, catching up on one’s favorite shows and 

staying up late with friends. For others, summer is 
more than that - it’s a time packed with practices 
and camps.
 Mr. Chuck Rinaldo, head softball coach, held 
a camp the week of June 9. Thirty-two campers 
participated in Diamondfest 2014. Even though the 
weather was not optimal, Coach Rinaldo still found 
a way to have the camp.
  “Four of the five days of camp were held indoors 
in the boys’ and girls’ gym,” Coach Rinaldo said.
 Coaches taught Diamondfest participants the 
fundamentals of playing softball. Anyone from 
grades three through nine could participate.
 “Individual and team competitions were held 
throughout the week,” Mr. Rinaldo said.
 Other instructors included the assistant coaches 
and players from past and present softball teams.
  “Obviously when you’re teaching girls new 
information, the pace is going to move slower than 
a normal practice, but the girls did very well at 
doing the same drills the varsity team does,” Katie 
Deegan, a PAHS senior who helped in the clinic, 
said.
 The water polo team did not have any camps this 
summer, but official practices started August 11. 
From August 11-22, the water polo team had two-a-
day practices. The first ran from 6-8 a.m., and  the 
second ran from 12:30-2:30 p.m.
 Although PAHS coaches did not hold a camp this 
summer, senior Michaela Zanis attended a water 
polo camp at Bucknell University from July 8-12.
 “I learned a different way to play defense and 
some new drills to use at captain’s practices,” Zanis 
said.
  Seventy-five kids attended the camp.
 “My advice for anyone thinking about water polo 
is to just come to a practice. We work on skills such 
as swimming, treading and ball handling,” Zanis 
said. “The coaches will be more than happy to have 
new people at practice.”
  In preparation for this year’s season, Mr. Thomas 
McGeoy, head varsity football coach, had the 
football team running and lifting three days a week 
since the last day of school.
  “We started what we call ‘Mini-camp’ July 28; 
these are shorter, non-mandatory practices to get 
us ready for two-a-days,” Mr. McGeoy said.
 The varsity football team had eight Mini-camp 

an end, coaches plan to continue the team in the 
winter season.  All age groups will remain the same 
except for the exclusion of the 15 through 18 age 
group, due to those swimmers participating in the 
high school season.
 “I think I will continue to swim in high school 
because it was fun making new friends and there is 
always a challenge,” freshman Elizabeth Garraway 
said.

SPRINT — Sophomore Darion Jacoby sprints 
down the field during football practice in 
preparation for the fall season. “Lifting and 
running in the summer was tough, just like it’s 
supposed to be. The coaches in the weight 
rooms said to us every day, that if you want to be 
successful, you have to put in the time and effort,” 
Jacoby said. “Two-a-days were successful, [and] 
we got a lot of stuff done. We were all learning 
different positions and really coming together 
as a team. In the end, I really think it was worth 
it, and hopefully it shows off in game one.”

DIVE — Senior Sarah Lecher and junior Taylor 
Young take their mark for the 50-yard butterfly 
in a summer swim meet against Tamaqua. 
“The butterfly is my favorite event because it 
reminded me of swimming on Tempest [swim 
team] when I was younger,” Lecher said.

practices before the start of official practices August 
11.
 “Overall, Mini-camp allows us to work on our 
physical and mental toughness and allows us to 
come together as a team,” senior Patrick Keating 
said.
  The girls’ tennis team started practicing in June 
at the JFK courts every Tuesday and Thursday. 
Captain’s practices began August 4.
  Conditioning for volleyball started July 21. 
Practices went from 5:30-7:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. After a few weeks of conditioning, 
the team started doing three-a-day practices.
  “Even though triples are hard, they are definitely 
worth the pain we go through,” senior Kendra Boris 
said. “Not only does it improve our skills, it also 
helps us bond as a team. If both JV and varsity 
work hard, show dedication and come together as a 
team, we will have a very successful season.”

Photo by Becky Staller
Photography Co-Coordinator

day in the weight room and on the track, lifting 
and running to get ready for the season,” Mr. Tom 
McGeoy, head varsity football coach, said. “On 
top of that, we put in about another 45 minutes of 
football-based work, so on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, the guys do about three hours of lifting, 
conditioning and football work. That does not 
include seven-on-seven passing scrimmages that 
take place during the week.”
 Along with summer practice, athletes also need 
to stay in shape independently. 
 “In the summer, I stay in shape by going on runs, 
practicing different drills and working on my ball 
skills to prepare for the soccer season,” sophomore 
Briana Strickland, junior varsity defensive soccer 
player, said.
 During June and July, the girls’ tennis team met 
every Tuesday and Thursday for practice from 8–10 
a.m. 
 In August, players met on weekdays from 1–3 
p.m. when they ran, stretched and worked on 
practice drills.
 “I have been jogging a lot and just trying to eat 
healthy, attending practices, anything that could 
really help better my game,” sophomore Emma 
Wiscount, varsity tennis player, said.
Over the summer, the cross country team met six 
days a week, two times a day. Currently, the team 
practices for meets by running laps beforehand.
 “I keep in shape for the upcoming season by 
eating healthy,” senior Justin Welkie, cross country 
captain, said. “There’s almost nothing tastier than 
fruits and vegetables.”
 Aside from preparing physically for the season 
ahead of them, players must also make sure that 
they complete and receive a decent grade on 
their summer reading projects so that they remain 
eligible to play.
 “It is always hard balancing a sport and school 
at the same time,” senior Michaela Zanis, water 
polo captain, said. “I usually go to practice in the 

morning, and then when I get home, I do small 
chunks of my summer assignments.”
  The boys’ soccer team met at 6 p.m. on weekdays 
and warmed up by running either two laps or for half 
an hour. After they finished running, they stretched 
and did footwork. For the rest of their practice, the 
players scrimmaged each other.  
  “It’s hard because we have soccer practice twice 
a day, and there isn’t much time between them,” 
sophomore Charlie Bechtel, defensive left wing, 
said. “I had to do my project last minute because of 
my schedule.”
 Fall athletes balanced their school work and 
summer preparation in both similar and different 
ways, but they all ultimately had to make sure they 
fulfilled their academic and athletic commitments.
 “Even though balancing summer school work with 
summer practices can be hard, most of the players 
try to get it done because it is something we have 
to do,” sophomore Samuel Sadusky, football junior 
varsity tight end, said.

Boys’ Soccer
Sept. 18 - Pine Grove at home 5:30 p.m.
Sept. 20 - Governor Mifflin away 1 p.m.
Sept. 22 - North Schuylkill at home 5:30 p.m.
Sept. 24 - Tamaqua away 5:30 p.m.

Girls’ Tennis
Sept. 18 - Tamaqua away 4 p.m.
Sept. 20 - Schuylkill Valley away 10 a.m.
Sept. 22 - Reading at home 3:30 p.m.
Sept. 24 - Wilson away 3:30 p.m.

Girls’ Volleyball
Sept. 18 - North Schuylkill at home 5:30 p.m.
Sept. 20 - Liberty away 11 a.m.
Sept. 22 - Pine Grove away 5:30 p.m.
Sept. 23 - Lourdes at home 5:30 p.m.

Fall sports get one step closer to division titles and league championships
As mid-season approaches, upcoming games and matches determine fall teams’ post-season hopes

HUDDLE — The girls’ varsity soccer team cheers 
before its game against arch-rival Blue Mountain. 
The Tide lost the September 2 match 2-1. “When 
we get in a team huddle before the start of each 
game, we pump each other up and get our minds 
focused on the game,” senior Gabrielle Evans said.

Girls’ Soccer
Sept. 20 - Lehighton at home 5:30 p.m.
Sept. 22 - Muhlenburg away 5:30 p.m.
Sept. 23 - North Schuylkill at home 5:30 p.m.
Sept. 25 - Blue Mountain away 5:30 p.m.

Football
Sept. 19 - Muhlenburg at home 7 p.m.

Cross Country
Sept. 24 - Jim Thorpe and CMVT at home 4 p.m.

Golf
Sept. 22 - All League (boys)
Sept. 23 - All League (girls)
Sept. 24 - All League (team)
Sept. 29 - District XI Qualifier

Water Polo
Sept. 19 - Beast of the 
East at home
Sept. 20 - Beast of the 
East away

How long have you been coaching golf?
“I have been coaching golf for over 30 years all at Pottsville.”

Did you golf in high school?
“I golfed for three years in high school and lettered all three years [while on varsity]. My first year I ran 
track.”

What are your goals for the golf team this season?
“My goal is for the team to do the best [be division champions].”

Who are your biggest competitors? 
“[Our biggest competitors are] North Schuylkill and Blue Mountain. In the Schuylkill League it would be 
Mahanoy Area.”

What makes you love golf so much?
“[I] started playing when I was a kid and I just enjoyed it my entire life.” DRIVE — During a 2013 golf match against 

Tamaqua, then-junior Trent Williams lines up his 
shot and prepares to drive the ball to the hole.  
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Autumn’s A-Game

August 9, NASCAR driver and three-time Sprint 
Cup champion Tony Stewart hit and killed 

Kevin Ward, Jr. at Canandaigua Motorsports Park 
in New York. Ward had gotten out of his Sprint car 
to allegedly confront Stewart. As he was walking 
toward all of the moving Sprints, Stewart struck 
and killed him.  
 After the incident, Stewart pulled out of 
upcoming races and stayed away from media.
 Twenty-year-old Ward was taken to the hospital 
where he was pronounced dead because of a 
“massive blunt trauma” to the head, based on an 
autopsy report according to usatoday.com
 Stewart wasn’t charged with anything and 
cashed his “get out of jail free card” in once 
again.  
 Some witnesses say they saw Stewart speed 
up when he came close to Ward. From his past, I 
cannot say that I do not believe them.
 According to sportingnews.com, in 1999, 
Stewart reached through the late Kenny Irwin, 
Jr.’s car and threw his heat shields at him after he 
was pushed into the wall. This incident resulted in 
a $5,000 fine from NASCAR. 
 In February 2000, Stewart slapped Robby 
Gordon after a race in a garage at Daytona.
 In 2001, Stewart was on probation until the 
season ended and was fined $10,000 for slapping 
a recorder out of a reporter’s hand, and in 2002, 
he was once again placed on probation for 
shoving a photographer.
 In 2004, Stewart was put on probation again 
for allegedly punching Brian Vickers, another 
NASCAR racer, and in 2005 he was fined $5,000 
for the incident and put on probation.
 In 2008, Stewart crashed into Kurt Busch on pit 
road and later punched Busch in the face.
 In 2011, Stewart threw a helmet at Brett Morris, 
co-owner of the Parramatta City Raceway in 
Australia, and was briefly jailed.
 In 2012, Stewart threw his helmet at Matt 
Kenseth’s car after it passed him on pit road.
 These are all just some of the things that 
Stewart has done in the past. Who can say for 
sure his temper was not acting up once again 
when he hit and killed the young man?
 After the incident, the Brewerton and Fulton 
speedways took certain precautions to make sure 
that safety crews and wrecker crews are the only 
people permitted on the track if there were to be 
an accident. 
 According to auburnpub.com (the online site 
for the Auburn Citizen in New York), “Pit crew 
members are not permitted on the track. Drivers 
are required to stay in their car in the event of 
an on-track incident. If a driver, for whatever 
reason, exits a car on the track during a caution 
period, the race will automatically be placed 
under a red flag and all cars will come to a 
complete stop ... Drivers that exit a car without 
permission, for whatever reason, are subject to 
fine and/or suspension at the discretion of track 
management.” 
 These rules and regulations are in full effect for 
NASCAR. IndyCar has also regulated their rules 
after the incident trying to make sure that such 
a thing does not happen again. Their set of rules 
are similar to but not exactly the same as the set 
that NASCAR has put into place.
 Other than Stewart himself, maybe no one will 
ever know if Stewart intentionally hit Ward out 
of spite or if it truly was an accident. With new 
regulations in place, hopefully an incident like this 
will not happen again.

Was Kevin Ward, Jr.’s death really 
an accident, or is Tony Stewart 

to blame?
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Just another 
dazzling member 
of society 
Brittany Blackman
Editor-In-Chief
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According to dictionary.com, a “tween” is a 
youngster between 10 and 12 years of age, 

considered too old to be a child and too young to be 
a teenager. “Tweens” were the target market for the 
“revolution” of Disney Channel in 2003 after years 
of boring entertainment like Totally Circus (June 
2000-September 2000).
 Drab. This is the only word that can fully describe 
what Disney Channel has become. The network has 
taken shows like Dog with a Blog (2012-present) 
and dubbed them as worthy of the “tweenage” 
generation. Really? A dog with a blog? This is just 
juvenile and stupid, even for someone between 10 
and 12. 
 When the teenagers today were tweens, series 
like That’s So Raven (2003-2007) and Lizzie 
McGuire (2001-2004) captivated them and served 
as the entertainment of the age. These shows were 
relatable and caught the attention of 10-year-olds 
whose only other focus at the time was the Jonas 
Brothers. 
 It seems like it may have been the quality, the 
screenwriting and the acting all together that made 
this time span of about 10 years the best Disney’s 
ever seen. It was hip, cool and the reason for 

45-minute phone calls with one’s BFF.
 Today, as one sits there with a younger brother or 
sister, he literally loses brain cells. Even the actors 
and actresses must be seconds away from cracking 
up at the lines they are about to perform for the 
camera. Even the situations are hilarious.
 For instance, in the show Jessie (2011-present), 
Jessie manages to find her way to New York City 
without any money and magically finds a family to 
nanny. How realistic is this? 
 What ever happened to Lilo & Stitch (2003-2006) 
or Kim Possible (2002-2007)? “Call me beep me 
if you want to reach me.” This was a ringtone and 
text message alert on many tweens’ dinosaur flip 
phones. These shows were the segue to late night 
chats on walkie talkies while sleuthing throughout 
one’s dark house on a oretend mission.
 Disney Channel has gone down the tubes and 
will never recover. What’s next? Four 20-something 
actresses playing high school girls that are witches 
who play football? The point is, nothing compares to 
Disney Channel from 2003 to 2007. 

Disney Channel goes from “fab” to “drab”
Alex Disabella
Editor-In-Chief

Do you have an answer to each of these 
questions? Number 1, “Do I want to listen to 

professors for four more years, or do I want to look 
at other options?” Number 2, “What are my talents, 
and could any of them be translated into a course 
of study?” Number 3, and the most important, “Do I 
have the funds required to attack college life?” 
 Question number three is a real kicker. This does 
not mean that one should just throw the thought 
of college out the window, but it does mean that a 
mental tug-of-war may ensue. 
 In this game of tug-of-war, there are five 
types of people: modern- day 
Columbuses, superheroes, 
Lego builders, Buddhas 
and Einsteins. These 
new age social 
classes define the 
mindsets of 17- and 
18-year-olds who are 
being hounded by their 
guidance counselors to 
decide their futures. 
 Modern-day Columbuses. These 
adventurers cannot sit still and wish to be one 
with nature; they are risk-takers who would find 
themselves bored with a middle-aged man trying 
to teach them calculus. Maybe college isn’t in the 
books for them yet. They just live off of the wild.
 Superheroes. These brave men and women find 
a calling in joining the military. These “in the 

Choosing a future is similar to tug-of-war
Alex Disabella
Editor-in-Chief

Popular movie lingers during the summer
Brittany Blackman
Editor-In-Chief

Let it go, let it go … Seriously, let it go. November 
2013, Disney’s Frozen was released in theaters.  

The movie was a hit. According to IMDB, it won 
two Oscars along with 51 other awards. Stores 
everywhere carried various collectibles and clothing 
items clad with Anna or Elsa all over them.
 Every place one walked into while Black Friday 
shopping was stocked with Frozen items. Also, 
everywhere one went, Idina Menzel’s “Let it Go” 
was playing. 
 Literally, everywhere from Dunkin Donuts to a 
furniture store, it was playing. No one could get 
it out of his head for months. 
 This was all fun and cute until June rolled 
around and people were hearing this song 
playing on the boardwalk or in their 
1000-degree cars on the radio. It is 
85 degrees outside and people are 
still singing a song from a movie 
about ice. This is unacceptable. 
 It is baffling how one walks into a toy 
store and the shelves are still stocked 

from top to bottom with Frozen stuffed animals. 
Disney is even remodeling the Norway Pavilion 
after Arendelle, the city where the film takes place. 
Enough is enough. 
 Many prizes on various boardwalks featured 
Olaf, the snowman from Frozen. Also, many sand 
sculptures were modeled after the snowman. This 

definitely defeats the purpose of the chilly 
vibe of Frozen, unless they were being 
ironic.

 The general population of the world 
can all agree that we are sick of sitting 
by our pools when all of a sudden, “The 
snow glows white on the mountain tonight” 

begins to play on the radio, ruining our 
summer day. Who wants to hear a song from 

an ice movie in the summer? It has been nine 
months since the movie was released. It 

is time to get over it. 

flesh” Batmans and Supermans take a certain pride 
in defending this country. Without them, would there 
even be the issue of choosing a future? 
 Lego builders. These people are the ones 
who jump right into the work force. They could be 
receptionists, fast-food employees or custodians, 
but each of them is a Lego block in this world. 
Without them, what would a business do without 
someone at the front desk taking calls?
 Buddhas. These people are the “Zen” kind of 
social class, the people who take a year off to figure 
out what they want to do with the rest of their lives. 
Without them, the world would be full of indecisive 
human beings. 
 Einsteins. These people choose to get an 
education and explore their interests. They like 
cheesy science jokes and spend hours in the 
campus library because they know that in the end, 
all the debt and paper cuts will pay off. 

 Everyone has a path to travel down. Whether it 
be adventuring, joining the military, going right 

into the work force, sitting at home 
weighing options or moving into 
a dorm room, each person 
has a place to fill. Choosing a 
future is a rough roller coaster 

ride, but everyone at some 
point must play the game of tug-
of-war.

After four hours of band camp in extremely warm 
weather, I am not someone who likes to be 

messed with. Unfortunately, on the fourth day of 
band camp, as I was getting out of my car to walk 
into the Publications Room, I had an encounter that 
almost resulted in me harming a strange woman.
 I’m not the best parker. However, I backed into a 
spot in the courtyard lot pretty smoothly, or at least I 
thought so. 
 The whole time I was parking, I saw a middle-
aged woman in a beat-up red car scowling at me. 
So I thought to myself, “This woman is probably 
looking at me because I have been up since 7 
a.m., and I look like a corpse.”
  I was very wrong. 
 As I walked closer to her car, the woman, 
cigarette hanging out of her mouth, says to me, 
“How old are you?” So, I sheepishly told her that 
I was 17. Next thing I know, out of nowhere, this 
woman growls at me while shaking her head, 
“Seventeen-year-olds should not be driving. That 
was awful.” 
  My jaw honestly hit the floor. Did this woman, 
not even in a correct parking spot, with a cigarette 
hanging out of her mouth, really just tell me that I 
should not be driving? 

 I’m very angry with myself that I did not reply, 
“A sixty-five–year-old who sounds like she can’t 
breathe on her own shouldn’t be smoking. So, you 
continue to endanger yourself, and I’ll continue to 
endanger no one because I’m an excellent driver.” 
 Okay, so maybe not excellent. 
  I was so flabbergasted that this woman had the 
nerve to say something like that.
 It would be one thing if she said it in a joking 
tone of voice. But this woman looked at me like I 
had just run over a kitten. It was so out of line and 
unnecessary.
 Even if she felt that way, I don’t understand why 
she felt the need to say something to me. No one 
was harmed, and I slithered into the spot perfectly, 
so I don’t get what was so wrong about it, 
  It is very clear that many adults believe all 
teenagers are bad people. Older people don’t even 
give any of them a chance to prove that they are 
decent members of society. They automatically 
assume as soon as they see someone under the 
age of 21 that they are up to no good. 
 No matter how good of a person a certain 
teenager may be, he’s assumed to be a hooligan. 
Even older people with respectful grandchildren 
feel this way. I will never understand this logic.
 Basically, people like this make me question if 
I want to choose a career that involves dealing 
with people. I don’t possess an ounce of patience, 
especially when it comes to blatant stupidity.

Summer. A season that consists of unbearably 
humid days, time well spent with friends, and for 

those lucky enough, tan skin ... except for those like 
me.
 All my life, I’ve unfortunately been graced with 
the gene of pale skin. Although the summer is 
undoubtedly my favorite time of year, the fact that 
year after year I continue to look like Casper the 
Friendly Ghost is slightly aggravating. 
 Sure, I make an attempt to get a nice tan over the 
summer, but every time I try, I end up burning so 
badly that I can hardly walk the next day. 
 For those like me, the option of 
tanning in the sun is completely out of 
the picture, so we must work with the 
alternatives. Some may say that spray 
tanning and using a tanning bed makes 
one look “fake,” yet when done correctly, 
one can look like she just lay out in the 
sun for a week. 
 Unfortunately, over-application of 
tanning spray can then lead to one 
looking like a nacho cheese Dorito. 
Yikes.
 According to everydayhealth.com, 
the use of sunless tanning products is 
actually much safer than exposing one’s 
skin to the sun’s harmful rays. Tanning 
outside in the sun may seem ideal, but 
it can cause permanent damage to 
one’s skin cells, unlike sunless tanning 
products. 
 Although a sunless tan tends to fade 
within a week, it is much safer and 
healthier for one’s skin than tanning 
in the sun and won’t leave one 
worrying about health risks in the 
future. Sunless tanning is also much cheaper than 
taking a trip to the salon and will save one’s skin 
from the dangers of a tanning bed. 
 When it comes to those with pale skin, one really 
just has to work with her options. Not everyone 
can apply some tanning oil and automatically turn 
bronze; it’s just impossible for some people. 
 Even if one doesn’t want to spend the money at a 
salon to achieve a tan look, there are many stores 
that sell products that have the same effect, and 
when used correctly, these products can become 
one’s best friend in the summertime.

Is artificial tanning really worth it?
Paige Fellows
Style & Entertainment Editor

According to skincancer.org, “Skin cancer is the 
most common form of cancer in the United 

States. More than 3.5 million skin cancers in over 
two million people are diagnosed annually.”
 Even if I were not naturally tan, I would not find 
it necessary to spend my money lying in a tanning 
bed or to lather my skin with orange-tinted lotion 
that has a funky scent. 
 Also, I am not too fond of getting dark spots all 
over my body. That is just another unnecssary side 
effect that comes with artificial tanning. 

There are definitely more cons than pros 
to fake tanning.
 Why? Because getting a tan in a 
tanning bed is bad for one’s skin. 
 One will not get skin cancer as soon 
as she closes the top of the bed, but it 
definitely increases the chances. Is that a 
risk one is willing to take just so she does 
not look white during the winter months?
 It is definitely not worth all of the 
negative effects. 
 Lathering oneself in bronzing lotion 
is also not the way to go. There are no 
health concerns that come with it, only 
humiliation. 
 If one wants to moisturize using instant 
tan lotion, feel free. Just please make 
sure to read the directions carefully and 
get every single part of the body evenly.  
There is nothing more distracting and 
unnatural looking than someone with 
streaky, orange skin.
 One of the most popular times that 

artificial tanning is used is during 
prom seasons. 
 Some girls would like to achieve 

that “sun-kissed” look, but if it is Christmas prom, 
is there really a need to look like one just spent a 
week in the Bahamas?
 For spring prom, just spend the weekend before 
prom outside. It is most likely going to be sunny, 
so just throw some tanning oil on, and voila! One 
is ready to strut out of promenade with their date 
looking tan.
 Though some may not be able to let go of artificial 
tanning, just think about one’s health. Who wants 
to be in her thirties with children and have skin 
cancer?

Autumn Minnich
Editor-In-ChiefNo:Yes:

Pop culture negatively influences a generation

Student Definitions

Confidence: noun. 
boldness, assurance

“[Confidence is] being proud 
of what you’re doing and 

doing it well.”
Olivia Eagan, Freshman

Success: noun. the fact of 
having suceeded to a high 
degree

“[Success is] doing 
something to the best of my 

ability and [knowing] I did 
what I could.”

Cody Gemmell, Junior

Graphic by Abbey Kostyal
Staff Editor

of Meaningful Words

Compiled by Brittany Blackman, Editor-In-Chief 
Abbey Kostyal, Staff Editor

Everyone interprets words differently. 
Any dictionary gives a bland and distant 

definition to a word that holds powerful meaning. 
The following student definitions give personal 

meanings to bland words. 

Power: noun. control, 
authority

“[Power is] the influence 
you have over something or 

someone.”
Justin Denchy, Senior

Goal: noun. aim, purpose

“[A goal is] something you 
want to accomplish.”

Emma Stinnett, 
Sophomore

Part 4
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Photography Co-Coordinator

Setback noun. a checking 
of progress

“[A setback is] a problem 
that’s inconvienient but can 

be overcome.”
Olivia Connors, Senior

Pop culture hits a generation like 
a “wrecking ball.” It swings in, 

brainwashing the youth and terrorizing the parents 
of those who eat and breathe for an artist or an 
actor or even a book series.
 Miley Cyrus is one artist who went from a sweet 
and innocent Disney pop star to one of those 
celebrities who takes stardom a little too far.  
 Everyone remembers when “We Can’t Stop” 
hit the charts. The music video was one of those 
releases that people loved or hated; there was no 
in-between. People either fell more in love with 
Cyrus and her crazy antics, or they joined in the 
anti-Cyrus army.
 The music video alludes to drug use and other 
illicit things that don’t bode well in the teenage 
world, especially in this generation. Also, Cyrus’ 
attire is barely there and not something 14-year-old 
“smilers,” her fan base, should want to purchase.  
 Lindsay Lohan is just another example of a young 
and talented actress running off the rails. She 
starred in movies such as Freaky Friday (2003) and 
Mean Girls (2004) … and then her career tanked. 
 She has spent 84 minutes holed up in the 
slammer for involvement with drugs. She got a DUI 
and a totaled Mercedes Benz. She has been to 
many AA meetings and spent hours upon hours in 
different rehab facilities.
 Yet people are still in love with her and idolize 
her. Apparently jail time and drugs mean nothing to 
teens who listen to her album Speak or follow her 
on Twitter and Instagram.
 Lohan may have started to straighten herself out 

with AA and rehab, but she isn’t quite at idol status 
yet. 
 This generation has no identified sense of right 
and wrong and what’s normal and what’s not.
 Speaking of right and wrong and what’s normal 
and what’s not, author E L James, the mind behind 
50 Shades of Grey, seems to have captured the 
attention of teenagers everywhere.
  This is not the right audience for this type of 
wildly descriptive novel. It’s inappropriate, and now 
that the movie is due to hit theaters this Valentine’s 
Day, rowdy teens are even more excited to see the 
movie with their significant others. 
 What ever happened to more tame books like 
The Fault in Our Stars and the Divergent trilogy? 
Adolescents should not invest themselves in a novel 
highlighting pornographic situations. 
 Instead, they should read books like Extremely 
Loud and Incredibly Close and the Harry Potter 
series.These genres do not focus on pornographic 
situations, but instead, they provide a different 
insight into another world. They teleport one into 
a tamer time and space only reached by reading 
novels and series that can nourish the brain without 
terroizing it with graphic images.
 Pop culture will be the death of society as it is 
today. Teenagers these days seem to have less and 
less of a sense of what looks right and what actually 
is right. The future is dependent on whether or not 
teens have the right kind of judgement. People need 
to think really hard about whom they want to idolize 
because if they don’t, the future will be filled with 
drug addicts and barely clothed 14-year-olds.
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tide lines

DANCE — Seniors Kendra 
Boris and Elise Horvath 
participate in the flash mob 
during the song “Happy” 
at this year’s outdoor fall 
sports pep rally. “What 
I’m looking forward to at 
this year’s pep rallies are 
going to the auditorium and 
getting pumped up for that 
Friday night football game,” 
Boris said. 
      Photo by Becky Staller 

Photography Co-Coordinator

SCREAM — PAHS cheerleaders do the 
traditional bugaloo at the outdoor fall 
sports pep rally. “Even though it was 
really hot outside, [the cheerleaders] had 
fun,” senior Kira Nelson, cheer captain, 
said. “I wish the students would have 
been more involved though.”

                                      Photo by Becky Staller
Photography Co-Coordinator

CHEER — To show 
school spirit, junior 
Devon Sinkovich and the 
cheerleading squad perform 
routines at the outdoor fall 
sports pep rally August 15. 
“I’m looking forward to the 
new songs and hopefully 
having more student 
participation,” Sinkovich 
said. “The best part of 
the pep rally is everyone 
doing different chants and 
screaming for their class.” 

Photo by Becky Staller
Photography Co-Coordinator

BUILD —  The girls’ soccer team joins in on the 
fun and builds a pyramid to show school spirit. 
“I thought my first pep rally was alright, but the 
freshmen didn’t know what they were doing,” 
freshman Sophie Murray said. “I can’t wait to be 
at the pep rallies as an upperclassman.”

Photo by Becky Staller
Photography Co-Coordinator

STUNT — Joining in the school 
spirit, the football team creates 
their own stunt alongside the 
cheerleaders. “The school 
spirit is the same as last year, 
and getting out of class early 
[is a perk],” junior Robert Ward 
said.

                       Photo by Becky Staller
Photography Co-Coordinator

TWIRL — The majorettes move to the 
music played by the band at the fall 
sports pep rally.“I can’t wait for Friday 
pep rallies because they get me pumped 
up for the games,” senior Andi Sanders 
said. “There is just something about 
the skits, cheers and spirit stick that is 
encouraging for students to get out and 
support the teams.”
                          Photo by Becky Staller

Photography Co-Coordinator

CHANT — The varsity football 
team joins in the boogaloo at the 
fall sports pep rally. “The best 
parts about the pep rallies are 
cheering and laughing with my 
teammates.” senior Kyle Shuman 
said. “This year’s pep rallies for 
me are more fun because I’m a 
senior.”
                     

                                Photo by Becky Staller
Photography Co-Coordinator
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